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Studying English abroad?

Why do you
study English

I once knew a girl from Hong Kong who wanted to inthe U.S.2

study abroad and major in English. I asked her, "Why

are you interested in the English major?" She said, "To

improve my English.” I said, "This may not be the best Why not? Is it

better to study

way for you to improve your English." She looked Chinese there?

surprised. "Why?"

Why? Good question. Take American universities for instance. The departments of
English in the United States are mainly interested in the study of English literature and
writing, though there may be other courses
covering grammar and English education. While it
is entirely possible to become excellent in English
literature without having any understanding of the
subject beforehand, I think Hong Kong students
can get more out of American-taught literature
courses once they have acquired some basic
understanding of the subject. In the United - -"}}‘_1 ;
Kingdom and Australia, I think the English =
department is focused on the study of literature and language, which may include linguistics

and other related subjects.

Could you improve your writing with English writing
courses taught in the U.S., Canada or U.K.? Yes, to some extent.
I earned my degree in the United States, and I have found the
introductory composition class to be very helpful. But if you %
have trouble with basic English, taking a course that improves -

OmRIERTH 7
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your writing style is not going to help you much. A course designed for students who do not
learn English as a first language may be more appropriate. Besides, writing courses are helpful

only if you apply what you have learned in these classes to real-life situations.

Another thing to keep in mind is that English literature courses expose you to words that
you may not see very often in real life. Of course, many hardworking students learn a lot of
words in English literature courses, but it is likely that you don't see those words often

enough to remember how to use them.

So what classes should you take to improve your English if you have a chance to study

abroad? My suggestion: Everything.

Business classes have exposed me to basic concepts related to the economy. When I

took accounting courses, I learned the concepts of credit, debit, inventory, assets, liabilities
and owner's equity. You will see
these words often in business news,
and you may also see them used in
other fypes of news. Very often
reporters mention that a particular
politician is a liability, while another
famous person is an asset. Well, if
you understand the accounting
concept of liability you'll know that
liability is not seen as a good thing!

(In accounting, however, liability is

not necessarily bad, but in general, the term "liability” has a negative meaning.)

I took history classes because it made me read essays. History discusses social and
political issues, using vocabulary that you are likely to come across in real life. It shows you
how to analyze world issues in an analytical manner. Besides, history book authors are
fantastic writers in general. If you want to learn how to write good essays, take European or

American history.

OmRIERTH 8 ZBHERRAIRLE
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Even Math classes taught in English exposed me to words I still use in real life. For
example, words and phrases like "common denominator”, angle, constants, and fractions are

commonly used in everyday conversations.

Dance classes taught me names of different dance and stretching positions, like runner's

stretch or lunge. These words still come in useful when I watch English aerobic videos.

You may ask: What about linguistics and courses in Teaching English as a Second
Language (TESL)? Aren't they useful? Linguistics and TESL courses are helpful if you want to
teach English or analyze the language, though the linguistic and educational terms used in

these courses may not be words you come across often in everyday life.

Then should we major in English or take classes in the English department? Why, yes, of
course. But not to improve your basic vocabulary. Reading English literature exposes you to

good writing, and good writing, in the long run, will help you become a good writer.

If you have a chance to go study in the UK. or the U.S., take a wide range of courses to
expose yourself to a wide range of words. And for that matter, don't forget to watch TV and

listen to radios. You'll pick up a lot that way too!

Build your Vocabulary:

1. for instance = for example {J{[!

2. assets (n.) &Y

3. liabilities (n.) Fgﬁ‘%

4. runner’s stretch (n.) ¥ 7 { 'L =
5. lunge (n.) “}HEIE

runner’s stretch ¥ 37 L

lunge = JHEI(=
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